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-| From the Christian Examiner. 


THE ONEIDA AND TROY REVIVALS. 


(Continued from page 58.) 


It appears, indeed, to have been a common 
practice at their conference and prayer meet- 
ings to mention individuals by name in their 
prayers, and call down fire from heaven on them 
and their families, if they continve their oppo- 
sition to the ‘great work.’ We shail give but 
ene case of this description, the prayer re- 
specting Col. A. G. Mappa, though this is one 
which speaks volumes; premising only that afh- 
davits of persons’ present on the occasion are 
published inthe Letter to the Presbytery, which 
‘prove, ‘that Mr. Perkins has not, in his Bun- 
ker Hill Contest, e -aggerated this prayer, but 
has come short in their opinion.’ Ina letter to 
the Rev. Nathaniel S. Smith, who made the! 
ptayer now under consideration, the writer| 
says: ipa ' 
Sir, I shall state facts that you will not de-| 
ny—lIst, that on the 23d uit. in the town of; 
Trenton, at the house of the Rev. Oliver Wet-| 
more, the pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 
that place, in public conference and prayer! 
meeting, you exhorted a large assembly to, 
name and distinguish individuals, “as they do, 
in Utica,” and wrestle with Ged for their con- 
viction, and afterwards named an_ individual 
whe:e hoary head had been whitened with three 
secre and ten years, and who has long been a 
provesser of the christian religion, constant and 
regular in his attendance at the house of pub- 
lic worship, and the ordinances of Christ, and 
that with appaient devotion; of whom, and his 
house, the virtuous poor, the widow, and father- 
less cannot speak without tears of gratitude; 
whose nioral example aid precept have contri-| 
buted more than that cf any other man to pre-' 
serve the town aud village in which he resides, | 
from those excesses. of tavern haunting, pro-| 
fanity, and licentiousness of many descriptions, 
which disgrace many townsvand villages. A-, 
gainst such a man-you have lifted up your voice 
to Ged in public prayer, named, and distin-, 
guished him, and called ‘‘on God to smite that 
wicked man, that hardened sinner, who never 
prays, that stubborn rebel, that selfmghteous 
Pharisee, who stands’ on an eminence and has 
embraced a lie, and_is leading multitudes that 
entrench themselves behind him, down to hell. 
© God, send trouble, anguish, and affliction 
into his bed chamber this night, shake his house 


mighty shake him over hell!’ ’—Bunker Huil 
Contest, pp. 80, 81, 


The horror which one feels for such lan- 
guage in prayer to God, is changed, however, 
into unmingled indignation, when we learn that 
all this is regarded, at least by the leaders, 
merely as a cunning device, to impose on the 
ignorant and inexpevienced When Mr. Be- 
man first began to inculcate the ‘ revival views’ 
of ‘the prayer of faith,’ we are told, that, 


_ £The avowal of this doctrine occasioned 
much perplexity and uneasiness among that 


| 
| 
over him, and cause him to tremble; God | 


portion of the church members, who still re- 
mained rational and orthodox. One of them, 
Mrs. Bower, sent a request to Wm. M. Bliss, 
Esq. an elder of the church, to call upon her, 
and explain the novelty. He complied, and 
after she had remarked how unscriptural and 
how contrary to reason it was, he assented to 
the propriety of her observations; but said that 
it was supported simply for the purpose of cre- 
ating a revival; and for that reason solicited 
her to manifest no opposition to it,’—Brtef .4c- 
count, p. 28. 


As another means of effecting their object, 
the fomenters of these excitements rely much 
on what are called ‘inquiry meetings’ and 
‘ anxious meetings.’ Speaking of Finney, Mr. 
Perkins says : 

‘ When he enters a place to get up a revival, 
his first step is to institute meetings, styled 
“meetings of inquiry,” nocturnal, and in va- 
rious parts of the towns. “These are the foun 


his “‘revivals.”? They are free for all of every 
age, sect, and denomination, 


‘ The thunders of Sinai, the flaming curses 
of a broken law, the horrors of the pit, and all 
the epithets of lamentation and despair, are 
put in requisition by the most consummate skill, 
to produce consternation and dismay in the 
minds of those who attend the meetings. Those 
whose minds are under the dominion of credul- 
ity and implicit faith, and who expect religion 
to come upon: them in horrible feelings and 
great convictions, are soon brought dewn. In 
the latter part of these meetings, the question 
is put generally, ‘“‘Who wishes to be prayed 


for to-night, or who is willing to give up his 


soul to God?” 

‘ Many will be found ready to answer in the 
affirmative, few will be found to negative such 
a question at such a time. Those who wish to 
be prayed for, or express a willingness to 
give up their souls to God, must then knee!l.— 
Tn one of these meetings, after getting several 


‘small girls on,their knees to be prayed for, Mr. 


Iianey told them, ‘‘that if they got up without 
giving up their hearts to God; their doom would 
be sealed forever,” and some of them did get 
up, and-he then looked up and said ‘‘that he 
then beheld the angels of God sealing their 
eternal doom, and that they had sealed it with 
a great ‘broad seal, and it was laid up not to be 
opened till the last judgment, and would theu 
be opened, and they be doomed to endless 
woe.”’ >—Bunker Hill Contest, p. 57. 


Afier this description we were not a little sur- 
prised to learn, that Mr. Finney is not gener- 
ally as hard and outrageous in these meetings 
as some of the young theological students, who 
have become his followers, and endeavor to 
ape his style and manner. 


: The next step in course, in these “revivals,” 
is to establish what are termed “anxious meet 
ings.” Pheir name would seem to denote 
them to be meetings for those, who are anxious 
for their souls’ salvation _ The chject of these 
meetings is, to ascertain who are anxious about 


their spiritual and eternal welfare, to know whe 
have obtained hopes, and to bring hope to the 
convicted and distressed. > 

‘ The prayers and exhortations are somewhat 
similar to those of the meetings of inquiry. In 
most cases, in anxious meetings, the saints and 
sinners are separated and occupy different 
rooms, when they can be had, 

‘ They are generally, if not always held in 
the night. The room is darkened, so that per- 
sons can only see to walk and discover each 
other, and the reign of universal silence is in- 
terrupted only by now and then a dolorous 
groan from different parts of the room. The 
leader or leaders tread softly about as they 
proceed, whispering to each individual some 
question or questions, such as “Do you love 
God?” ‘Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ?” 
“Have you made your peace with God?” “or 
do you wish to do so?” “Have you got a hope?” 
or some other question of this nature, with now 
and then an interrogation, ‘don’t you think 


| dations on which he builds the superstructure of] God is here?” ‘don’t you feel awful?” One 


was asked, ‘‘Well Mr. P. what do you think?” 
God knows my thoughts, said Mr. P.—‘“I know 
that; so do Ll.” ‘No, Sir,” said Mr. P. ‘‘you 
cannot know my thoughts.” ‘It will not do, 
Mr. P. to tell a minister of the Gospel, that he 


}does not know your thoughts.” 


‘ Questions are generally put in a low whis- 
per, and, if ary ene answers aloud, he is re- 
quested to speak low. \ 

‘ In some of these meetings a Jad was inter- 
rogated, but being intimidated, and fearing he 
should not answer properly or to satistaction, 
was silent. He was forthwith named, and the 
saints were called upon to pray for Joseph Pride, 
and prayers were ofiered for Joseph Pride, that 
he might be delivered of a dumb devil.’—Bun- 
ker Hill Contest, pp. 58, 59. 


The authors of the Narrative are not entire~ 
ly satisfied with these accounts; though, as us- 
ual, they dare not deny any of the material 
and express statements, but content themselves 
with remarking, that one, ‘ would suppose from 
this description of these meetings, that going 
into them was like going into the sepulchres of 
the dead.’ It seems to have escaped the at- 
tention of these gentlemen, that the communi- 
cations of their own friends, published in the 
Narrative, corroborate and establish every 
thing which Mr. Perkins has advanced on this 
view of the subject. In commenting on what 
they consider the happy effect of these meet- 
ings, they say, ‘a death-like stillness’ reigned, 
a ‘solemn awe, such as I never before witnes~ 
sed;? ‘sometimes there would be a burst of 
feeling in groans and loud weeping;’ ‘ a num- 
ber fell, and some were unable to go from the 
place till morning;’ compelled to remain ip 
some instances agonizing in prayer till almost 
the breaking of day.’ 

If ali these efforts fail, they have still another, 
which, as it has often been resorted to in other 
places, claims special notice, They ‘ creep in- 
to houses,’ and by availing themselves of sea- 
sons of sickness, or affliction, or of the abseace 
of these members of the family who would be 
most likely to detect their arts, and chastise 


~ 
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their impertinence, they are able not unfre-|mercy., Let them have wrath without mercy, 


quently to act with considerable success on the 
minds of the rest. The committee say in their 
Narrative; ‘(Now what have Mr. Wetmore and 
Mr. Smith done? 
of the meetings of the Unitarians, to enter the 
lists of controversy with them. They have not 
entered their private dwellings, to proselyte 
them.’ We are sorry to be under the necessi- 
ty of pointing out so glaring an inaccuracy in 
a statement so material to their justification, 
and for this purpose must introduce the sub- 
stance of two depositions furnished by Mr. 
Perkins in his Letter to the Presbytery. The 
first is of 


“Nancy Post, who, being duly sworn, saith 
that she belongs to the Unitarian Church in 
Trenton, and that she was visited by the Rev. 
Messrs. Smith, Clarry, Goodel; and in the 
course of half an hour’s conversation, they told 
me repeatedly that I denied the Bible, and that 
I denied Jesus Christ; that I trembled and 
-quaked every time I looked into the Bible; and 
said ‘‘you do not love God—unless you repent 
you will go to hell.”” Mr, Smith observed, that 
he knew the heart of a person in the house bet- 
ter than he did himself. The person told him 
he had no right to make such observations; to 
which he replied, he had a commission from 
God.’—Leiter to the Presbytery, p. 18. 


(To be Continued.) 


BLESSING AND CURSING. 


Extract from a Sermon on James iii. 8—10, “But the tongue can 10 
man tame} it isan unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless 
we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are 
made after the simitude of God. Out of the same mouth proveedeth 
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought noi so to be.” 

There is another view of the text, which we 

wish you to take in this connexion. We have 

_said, and we have no doubt of the fact, that any 
man who rejoices at the misery of another, in 
itself considered, aside from the effect to be 
produced by such misery, is influenced by a 
spirit of cursing; and if he express such joy 
with his tongue, with his tongue does he curse 
him who suffers: Let this be kept in mind, 
while we consider the fact, that we are told by 
many, that the saints in heaven will exceeding- 
ly rejoice, while they look down into the bot- 
tomless pit, and view the horrible anguish of its 
miserable tenants. Yes, they are to shout ho- 
sannas in the highest while they witness their 
torment. This sight will awaken in them new 
sensations of joy, and new songs will burst from 
their lips. 

How does this idea comport with the opinion 

of the apostle? These saints will bless God, 
and will curse their fellow men in the same 
breath—or, what is the same thing, will rejoice 
in their misery. Out of the same mouth will 
proceed blessing and cursing. ‘My brethren, 
these things ought not so to be.” Can we 
‘then believe the saints in heavon will pursue 
that course which the apostle reprobates in men 
on earth? How would it strike your minds, 
could you, for a few moments, hear the blessed 
‘assembly above, blessing and cursing in this 
manner :—‘ We bless thee, O God, for all thy 
mercy to us. We bless thee for selecting us 
from among thy sinful children, and making us 
the monuments of thy redeeming love. But 
for these vile wretches, who were once like us, 
we bless thee for leaving them to perish eyer- 
lastingly in their sins, We bless thee for the 
enjoyment afforded by a sight of their exceed- 
ing agony. We pray thee to pour out the vials 


They have gone into none}. 
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that our joy may be full;—for our joy is in pro- 
portion to their misery. Bless us then, we-be- 
seech thee, by cursing them.” 

Suppose you should hear this from the court 
of heaven—what would be the effect? Would 
you believe there was much holiness in the 
hearts ofdhose who uttered such words? But 


unto them which are exercised thereby.”—Heb. 
xi. 11. From this, it appears that these curses, 
of which we now speak, are in reality blessings, 
imasmuch as they are intended to increase in 
the end, the happiness of the sufferer, So 
these argue nothing against the dnfinite good- 
ness of God. But no good can result from the 
endurance of endless misery.. This would be a 


we may justly conclude, that if any in heaven! real curse—such as we cannot suppose an infi- 


rejoice at the misery of others, this, would be/ 


their language. Do you then believe the saints 
will ever rejoice at the torment of the wicked, | 
if they do not believe that torment will produce | 
good to the sufferer? Perhaps you may—but | 
for ourselves we cannot. We cannot believe, | 
that God wil! ever select, as his peculiar wor- | 
shippers, those who have not in their bosoms 
one spark of that benevolence and love, which, 
his law requires. We canuot believe, that in 
heaven, “out of the same mouth” will proceed | 
blessing and cursing.” 

There is yet one more view, which we wish 
you to take of the subject, and we shall close. 
Is is this;—an idea prevails among mai that, 
at some future period, all the universe will be 
assembled at the bar of God, and at that time 
he will confer the richest blessings on a part of 
mankind, and denounce and inflict, on the oth- 
er part, the most direful and horrible curses, 
Is this then the fact? Is this the character of 
God? John assures us, that “God is Love:” 
will he then curse his offspring ? James says, 
the wisdom which descendeth from above, is 
“without partiality:’? Paul asserts, that God 
is ‘no respector of persons.”” The Psalmist 
says, “The Lord is good unto all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.”” Can we 
then believe, he will curse any of his children? 
Can we believe he will select a few sinners 
from the whole number, and bestow on them 
all his blessings, and plunge the remainder in- 
io hopeless despair? Is this consistent with 
the account of God, rendered by nature and 
revelation? In the words of James, “Doth a 
fountain send forth at the same place, sweet 
water aad bitter?” We cannot believe that 
God will contradict himself, by exhibiting con- 
trary and opposite attributes. We cannot be- 
lieve he will prove himself infinitely good, by 
bestowing blessings, and infinitely evil, by in- 
flicting curses. We cannot believe he will ut- 
ter both blessings and curses, from the same 
mouth. Remember, ‘my brethren, these things 
ought not so to be.” Let us then reject such 
an idea ag contradictory to Scripture and com- 
mon sense, as false—utterly false. 

It may be well, before we close, to notice 
one objection. It may be said, ‘Did not God 
declare, by his servant Moses, that if the Is- 
raelites departed from the way, in which he 
commanded them to walk, he would send on 
them grievous curses? And does he not inflict 
misery on every transgressor?”” We answer, 
yes. Butlet us understand what these curses 
are. Are they eventually curses,—or are they 
to terminate in blessings? If they are intend- 
ed to produce more misery than happiness, they 
are ‘indeed absolute curses: But otherwise 
they are not. That which produces a balance 
of happiness is no curse in the end,—whatever 
it may seem at present, Now it is the plain 
doctrine of the Scriptures, that God intends the 
chastisements he inflicts, shall produce good 
to the sufferer, by turning him from sin to ho- 
liness, and enabling him to enjoy happiness.— 
Take one testimony instead of more. ‘Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless, afterward 


of thy wrath on their heads. 


Mix it not with) 


it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 


nitely merciful God would inflict. ‘Po illus- 
trate by a familiar case. A man has a fimb so- 
much diseased, that his life can be preserved 
in no other way, than by the amputation of the 
limb. The operation is painful; but it is the 
means of restoring him to health and happiness. 
As this produces good in the end, it is not a 
curse, but it is a blessing. But suppose, in- 
stead of removing the diseased limb, his sur- 
geon cuts off his head, or casts him into a burn- 
ing, flery furnace—would this do him any good? 
{f possible, tet hon keep him in agony to alt 
eternity—would this be a blessing, or a curse? 
Lucius, 
Spring field, 1821. 


Awrut Warsines!!! 


What would plat, common-sense people, think of our 
information, should we class the followmg, and hundreds 


of similar exreumstances, under the above title? Yet we 


might do it with as much propriety and truth as others do 
in the commnon, and religous periodicals. We hope tiie 
day i approaching in which such occurrences will ap- 
pear under their proper titles—when frail man will ne 
longer ‘‘deal damnation round the land,” on those- 
whom Her may deem heretics and infidels, 


The London Magazine mentions the case of 
an Irish woman, 113 years of age, who, with 
her mental faculties as yet unimpaired, had - 
been continually counting her beads and saying 
her prayers, after the manner ef the Catholics, 
for the “‘making of the soul.”? This aged wo 
man, while first listening to the one who read 
to her from the scriptures, began to inquire why 
the latter contained nothing about beads, holy 
water, the power of the priests, &c. She re- 
sisted the truth for a time; but at length be- 
came alarmed, ceased contending with the stat- 
ed reader, and to all human appearance, yield- 
ed her whole soul to the influence of gospet 
truth. Not a great while afterwards, she was 
found dead in her bed.— Wes! Rec. 


The Troy Budget of Friday states, that while 
the workmen were engaged in raising the frame 
of the Methodist meeting house in that city, on 
the previous day, one of the beams broke and 
precipated six of the workmen from a height of 
about thirty feet to the floor of the building. 
Mr. Solomon. Lay, of Sandlake, the master 
builder, received a severe injury in the head, 
and his thigh was badly broken; an apprentice 
to Mr, Lay, fell headlong and wounded severely; 
anda Mr. Wood was considerably bruised. The 
remaining three persons escaped without serious 
injury. 

The Methodist meeting house at. Norwich, 
was swept out to sea by a deluge. A meeting 
house belonging to the Methodists at N. Haven 
scattered—in answer to a prayer at ws dedica- 
tion; that in case the truth were not preached 
there, it might be scattered by the winds. Cler- 
gyman have dropped dead in their pulpits— 
churches have been ritted by lightning—a 
large mission family shipwrecked, and twelve 
out of thirteen lost. 

Now who, with a reputation for common sense, would 
think of consiruemg these events into Judgments, but 
those who have been inoculated with ignorance by a 
bigotted, intolerant priesthood.—Rel, Inquirer. 
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For the Universalist Magazine, 
A LETTER 
7 ON THE DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY; CONTAINING 


the author says about permission, is a mere 
quibble, and does not in the least favor his 
cause, 
After the author says, that “the Lord hath 
ae Gi in eaneet of ee made all things subserve his own will,’ within 
e SE OE ey ea Wind. a few lines, he says, that God neither willeth 
Curistian Brotuer,—l! need not now apol-|nor worketh any sin. Is not here a plain con- 
ogize for not sooner noticing the pamphlet|tradiction? Howcan all things subserve the 
which you some time ago put into my hand, as will of God, if he does not ull the existence of 
I have personally informed you of my pressure|Sin? Either sin does not exist, or our author’s 
of business. The pamphlet appears to have|statement must be incorrect. When he ac- 


ae ae 34 


“ai 


~The great and sublime communications of 
heavenly love, man realizes by being involved 
in sins and in miseries. How could we be more 
powerfully taught the goodness of the Almigh- 
ty Ruler, than by realizing a deliverance from 
all sin’and all misery ? What should we have 
known of that love communicated by the Sav- 
iour, had we not been sinners and in need of 
salvation? I am not arguing, that we ought to 
sin that good may come—God forbid. But it 
seems to have been the wisdom of our heaven- 


been written by one, who was a believer in| knowledged that all things subserve the will of|ly Father, to give his children a knowledge of 


man’s free agency, in answer to a letter de-| God, he had eifectually destroyed all the argu- 
signed to vindicate the doctrine of necessity, |ments whici he did or could bring against the 
{ shall endeavor to show that the author’s ar-|doctrine of necessity; for all things must be 


- served. 


- guments are not conclusive. 

_ On page Ist, he says, that he believes, “The 
Lord hath made all things” subserve his own 
avill, “yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” 
» Let us look at what this author says he believes. 


necessary which subserve the will of God.— 
This acknowledgement the author could not 
well avoid, for to say that the will of God is 
not done, would be to contradict many une- 
quivoca! testimonies, and what’ is worse, it 


himself, of his power, of his wisdom, of his 
love—of his tender mercy, by placing them in 
a needy, imperfect, and dependent’ condition, 
‘where an assistance from these divine attri- 
butes is absolutely necessary to their existence. 
In the bestowment of what they need, he draws 
their hearts to him, and reveals to them the 
loveliness of his glorious character. If we 


He saysthat he believes, that God hath made| would be saying, that man is able to counter-| were not in-a needy, imperfect condition, we 


all things subserve his own will... “With what pro- 
priety, then, does he contend against the doc- 
trine of necessity? Is it not necessary, that 
_God’s will should be done? If all things sub- 
serve Grod’s will, are not al] things necessary ? 
If all things subserve his will, both the wicked 
which he made fcr the. day of evil, and the day 
of evil subserve his will; and if they both sub- 
serve his will, they must both be necessary, 
unless it is unnecessary to-have his will sub- 
The Methodist who wrote the pam- 
_ phlet, seems to consider it very blasphemous 
to suppose that God is ‘‘the author of all the 
sin and misery there is in the world,;” still he 
believes that all the sin and misery there is in| 
the world subserve the will of God. Why. it is 
improper to call God the original author of all 
that subserves his will, I am utterly unable to 
discover. 

On page 2d, the author says; ‘‘Let it be re- 
membered, that every text in the Bible which 
ascribes the wicked actions of men to God, is 
to be understood of his permission, and not of 
his agency.”? Our author contends, then, that 
God permits men to perform wicked actions, 
and these wicked actions subserve his will, yet 
they are not done through his agency. Is the 
will of God done without his agency? We 
read that ‘‘God worketh all things after the 
counsel of his will: and that ‘‘none can stay 
his hand.” How can God work all things after 
his will, and man do @ part of his will, without 

_ the divine agency? Wow can any action of 
“man subserve the will of God, without the di- 
vine agency, when “‘all power is of God.” Our 
author gives us to understand, that the hard- 
ness of Pharaoh’s heart—the selling of Joseph 
‘into Egypt—and the murder of Jesus Christ, 
“all subserved the will of God; still he is not 
willing to allow that the agency of God was 
concerned in those affairs, but they existed 
' through his permission. Could they have ex- 
isted, if God had not perinitted them? No. If 
awork was done through your permission, and 
could not bave been done without, would you 


act the will of his Maker; and if so, his disap- 
pointed feeble Maker must be unhappy! No 
one will say that Jehovah’s will is not done, 
unless he is disposed to rob the world of our 


God, and lay utterly aside an essential part of 


the scriptures God’s purposes must stand, 
and ‘he will do all his pleasure.” 

It is unnecessary that I notice all the twenty 
questions, proposed in the pamphlet, separate- 
ly, as it would occupy time needlessly—and 
one general answer can embrace themall. But 
as the first question seems to be the most im- 
portant, that shall have a particular answer.— 
Quest. ‘How is God ‘ good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies over all his works,’ if he has abso- 
lutely decreed the sins and miseries of a great 
part of his creatures, and accomplished his de- 
crees by hisown agency?” Because he means 
their sin and misery unto good. The same as 
is declared in the case of Joseph’s brethren, 
their sins and the misery resulting from those 
sins, God meant unto good—and actually pro- 
duced. good from them. God is good in de- 
creeing, or permitting (if you like the term 
better,) all the sins and miseries to exist, which 
he knows will, in the. result, do good; and in 
this he does not depart fromthe laws of kind- 
ness I think this a fair answer to the ques- 
tion before us, E 

In my turn, let me propose a question to be 
answered by the other side. How is “‘God 
good to all, and his tender mercies over all his 
works,”’ to permit his creatures to be tormented 
by sins and miseries, when by speaking the 
word, he could forever have. prevented the 
world from knowing what sins and miseries are; 
unless sins and miseries do good? If you say 
that they do good, you acknowledge that they 
are necessary—and there could be no inconsis- 
tency in a good God’s decreeing them. 
they do not do good, why should God permit 
his children to be afflicted by them? Will you 
say, that God made his children free to choose? 
Why, then, did he make any thing but good 
for themtochoose? If evil had not been made, 


If 


speak the truth, if you said that you had no|it would have been impossible to choose it. It 
agency in the affair? If a murder was com-|now may be asked, if there be any such thing 
» mitted through my permission, and could not]as sin the world? Ans. If men always meant 
) have been done without, could I be esteemed,|by their actions, the same as God means by 
as having no agency in the bloody tragedy ?—|them, there would be no such thing as sins in 
No. It matters not, then, whether we say that|the world, I/ the brethren of Joseph had in- 
sin and misery are necessary, and decreed by | tended by their conduct what God intended by 
- God, or that he permiis them to exist, to sub-jit, they would not have sinned; but they meant 
serve his will;—without his permission it iscer-|it unto evil, while God meant it unto good— 
. tain they would not exist; his permission, there-| evil it was with them, and they, were recom- 
fore, makes their existence as certain and as| pensed accordingly; while it was good and high- 
necessary, as would his decree; and I can see ly necessary in the hard of God to aid on the 
no difference in principie. Theretore, what, plans of eternal beneveleace. 


could receive no favor from the hand of our di- 
vine Father. 

The blessings of our bodily imperfections 
may be seen, if we inquire, when is health 
more valued, and more enjoyed, than when we 
are recovered from wasting disease and acute 
pain? When 1s food more delicious, than when 
we are invited to it by the cravings of hunger? 
When is drink more exquisile to the taste, 
than when our lips have been parched with 
thirst? When is repose more welcome, than 
when we have been exercised by fatigue? Are 
not, then, fatigue, thirst, hunger, disease and 
pain, a blessing? and do they not lead us to 
praise the hand. which gives us repose—the 
cooling fountain, the plentiful harvest, and the 
strength and beauty of health? So wita our 
minds; how could we discover the beauty of 
holiness, had we never seen the deformity of 
sin? How could we appreciate the value and 
joy of righteousness, unless we had felt the mis- 
ery of iniquity? How could we value justifi- 
cation, had we never felt guilt and condemna- 
tion? How could we realise the glories of 
life, immortality and endless joy, unless we had 
been surrounded by death and felt the pangs of 
wo? He who gives to all nature her laws, 
causes the fair sky to be overcast, and the tre- 
mendous tempest to roar, that blessings may be 
scattered on his children, and that the clear 
day and calm sunshine, may appear more to be 
desired and more beautiful. Pains and sick- 
ness he orders, that health may be better en- 
joyed; and why may not this same benevolent 
Being, order the moral world, for a season, to 
be overcast with the evil of iniquity, vices to 
rage and miseries to afflict, that when the veil 
is taken away, which is cast over all people, 
the day of perfect holiness and endless bliss, 


may shine with brigher glory, and its joys be 
increased by the miseries which preceeded it? 
“Say not man’s iniperfect God in fault 5 
Say rather, man’s as perfect as he ought.” 


Adam Clarke, who was of the Methodist per- 
suasion, says; “May we not suppose that our 
unrighteousness may serve to commend and il- 
lustrate the mercy of God, in keeping and ful- 
filling to us, the promises which he made to 
our forefathers? ‘I'he more wicked we are, the 
more his faithfulness to his ancient promise is 
to be admired.” Here Adam Clarke’s opinion 
is, that our unrighteousness commends and il- 
lustrates the mercy of God—and the more 
wicked we are, the more his faithfulness is to 
be admired.’ This agrees with what St. Paul 
says, in Rom. ui 5, * It our unrighteousness 
commend the righteousness of God, what shall 
we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh ven- 
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geance”? Is not here good evid > ul 
lieving that our unrighteousness is necessary to|ture teaching it on almost every page,) but be- 
commend to men the righteousness of God—| cause they give the least chance for equtvoca- 
his tender mercy and love. It gives an oppor-| tion, 
tunity to display divine excellency, in over-| equal force with the above, which might have 
coming evil with good; and proves that “‘where| been named, had it been thought necessary, 
sin abounds, grace did much more abound.”—_} But let the above be reconciled to the doctrine 
If sin never had existed, this could not be the} of limitarianism, and I am prepared to aban- 
case. don my present heart-consoling belief in the 

The contending elements of nature, and the| final emancipation of all mankind. 
jarring passions of men, all carry on the plan Yours, &c. Z. G. S. 
of infinite goodness;—even the wrath of man, 27, 
the most rua of all his passions, God causes Phonan (Me) Seat HAA 
to praise him. And we may rest assured, that 
our Almighty Father, in the exercise of infi- 
nite wisdom, and eternal goodness, will never 
suffer any thing to exist throughout his vast 
kingdom, which, in the end, will not promote 
his glory and our welfare, how dark soever it 
may at present appear to us. 

My friend, it is hoped that inthese remarks, | How], Babylon! how! for the fate of thy land, 
you will find a satisfactory answer to the pam- The terrible day of the Lord is at hand; 
iphlet which you put into my hand. Compare Like the roar from the ocean, the tumult of war 
the several questions there proposed, with the | Is heard from the nations that gather afar: 
reasoning here adopted, before you make your ; Afar they are coming, with banners unfurled, 
decision; and be assured that my object has To sweep thee away, like a cloud from the world, 
‘been, in this letter, to defend truth, and vindi- 
‘cate the ways of God with man. 

Yours, in bonds of Christian fellowship. 


Hanover, Sept. 21, 1327. B. W. 


SELECTED, 


DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, 


From the “Harp of Zion,” 2 volume of Poems by Mr, Knox, 
Jately published in Englaud, 


The hand of thy strong shall be weak as a childs 
And the heart of thy brave shall with terror grow wild, 
And the brows of thy haughty shall droop in despair, 
And the wail of thy fearful shall float in the air, 

And the host of thy mighty at sight of thy foes, 

Like a woman in travail, shall shriek in their throes. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


Howl, Babylon! howl at the day of thy doom, 
When the sun of the dawn shall be darkened in gloom, 


SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE, 


Mr. Enpiror:—It is, I believe, a fact that 
our opposers endeavor not only to prove that 
Universalism is an unscriptural doctrire, but slickedd 
also, what is more absurd, to inculcate the idea! 444 the heavens shall quake at the anger of God, 
that those who believe in it, in supporting their | 414 the earth be removed from her ancient abode. 
doctrine, wish, as much as possible, to dispense 
with the bible! The writer of this, not long 
since, in conversation with a believer in end- | Shall fall in the battle, all ghastly and gored, 
less misery remarked, that he perceived by the | And the timorous that fly, like the terrified roe, 
writings and quotations of a certain auther, that | Shall be’ trodden to earth by the feet of their foe; 
he was an Universalist, quoting a passage in Their wives shall be ravished, their houses despoiled, 
proof of it. The other replied, with great sur- And dashed into pieces each innocent child. 
prise, “that cannot be universal doctrine, be- 
cause it was taken from the bible!” If some of 
our orthodox brethren will conform the follow- 
ing passages of scripture to their doctrine, I 
wili agree that Universalism is an unscriptural 
doctrine. 

Isaiah xl. 5. ‘And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and aut flesh shall see it to- 
gether: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it”? Jsaiah xlv, 22. *‘Look unto me and be 
ye saved, all ye ends of the earth; for [am God 
and there is none else’ Psalms, cx. 4.‘‘The| A certain orthodox professor of religion, jour- 
Lord hath sworn and will not repent.” Dan-|neying from Gennesze to Boston, fell among 
ie] vii. 14. ‘And there was given him domin- |thieves, who stripped him of hs raiment, plun- 
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peo-|dered and wounded him, and depared, leaving 
ple, nations, and languages should serve him:|him half dead. And by chance there came 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which | down a Reverend Doctor of Divinity that way; | 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that|and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
~* which shall not be destroyed.” Ephesians i.|other side. And likewise an orthodox Mission- 
9. and 10, *‘Having made known unto us the ary, 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleas-|ed on him, and_ passed by on the other side — 
ure, which he hath purposed in himself: that in| But a certain non-professor, as he journeyed, 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he|came where he was: and when he saw him, he 
might gather together in one all things in|had compassion on him, and went to him, and 
Christ, both which are im heaven, and which are|bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine 
on earth, even in him.” Galatians ii. 16. “‘For]and set him on his own beast, and brought hia 
by the works of the law shall no flesh be justi-|to an Inn, and took care of him. 
fied.” See also Romans y. 18, 19, 20 and 21.| morrow, when he departed, be took out twent 


Romans xi. beginning at the 24th verse andj}dollars, and gave them to the host, and 
onward 


| And the planets that shone, of their beams shall be 


|The valliant, who strive with the spear and the sword, 


Howl, Babylon! howl, for the season shall come, 
When no mortal shall dwell in thy desolate home, 

| But the beasts of the desertshall crowdin thy sireet, 
| And the birds of the islands together shall meet, 

| And the owlets shall hoot, and the satyr shall play, 
When the king and his people have melted away, 


ST 


For the Universalist Magazine, 


A PARODY. 


| 


sald 
w : unto him—Take good care of him: and what- 
"he above passages of scripture have not|soever thou spendest more, when I come this 
beon selected because they were the only ones| way again, I will repay thee, 


There are, however, many passages of 


And the moon shall grow pale, like a wanderer forlorn, | Thou lifte 


when he was at the place, came and look-|son of Mr Trask, jr. aged 6, drowned. 
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ence for be-|that prove universal salvation, (the scrip-}| However incredible it may appear, itis # 


fact, that this ‘‘non-professor’”? was reputed a 
Universalist! But now the doctrine has hee 
quite current, among many who profess t 

orthodox,—that the tree is not nulls 
but rather by profession!! eK. 


THE SOUND OF THE SEA, 
By Mrs, Hemans. 
Thou art sounding on, thou mighty Sea, 
For ever and the same! 
The ancient rocks yet ring to thee, 
Whose thunders nought can tame. 


O many a glorious voice is gone 
From the rich bowers of Earth, 

And hush’d is many a lovely one 
Of mournfulness or mirth. 


The Dorian flute, that sighed of yore 
Along ihy wave, is still, 

The harp of Judah peals no more 
On Zion’s awful hill: 


And Memnon’s lyre hath lost the chord 
That breathed the mystic tone, 

And the songs, at Rome’s high triumphs pour’d, 
Are with her eagles flown; 

And mute the Moorish horn that rang 
O’er stream and mountain free, 

And the hymn the leagued Crusaders sang 
Hath died in Galilee. 


But thou art swelling on, thou Deep! 
Through many an olden chime, 

Thy billowy anthem ne’er to sleep 
Until the close of time. 


st up thy solemn voice 
To every wind and sky, 

And all our earth’s green shores rejoice 
In that one harmony. 


| 
| 


It fills the noontide’s calm profound, 
The sunset’s heaven of gold; 

And the still midnight hears the sound 
Ev’n as when first it roll’d. 


Let there be silence deep and strange, 

Where crowded cities rose! 

Thou speak’st of one that doth not change— 

So may our hearts repose. 

ee enw sees TE 
Married wn this City. 

On Monday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Sharp, 
Mr. Henry H. Eayres, of this city, to Miss Ann Hay- 
den, of Hallowell. 

By Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. John Adams to Miss 
|G. Howe. 

At Lechmere Point, Cambridge, Mr. Wilder Bennet 
to Miss Julia Ann Bangs. 

In Salem, Mr. Edw. Bass Colman, of Boston}to Miss 
Sarah Devereux, daughter of Capt. James D. of 
Salem. 


A Sally 


f= 
Died in this City. 


Wm. Emerson, aged 16 years, son of Mr. Abel 

aker. 

In Salem, Geo. Edward, son of Rd. 8. Rodgers, Esq. 
aged 2. 

In Gloucester, Capt. David Lufkin, aged 76. Israel, 

In Plymouth, Joseph Atkins, son of Mr. Jacob Mor- 
ton. Martha D. Churchill, daughter of Mr. George 
Churchill, 

In Bath, Me, on the Ist ult. while on a visit to his 
sou, Dr. J, W. W. Col. John Waldron of Dover, N. H. 
aged 87, A cieran of ile Revolution, 

In Tyngsborough, Col. Ebenezer Bancroft, aged 90, 


Aud on the |#® officer in the Revolwion, 


In Salem, NS. H. ohn H, only child of Benjamin 
enderin, aged 6 years and 20 days. 
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